contain details on crystal structure and measurement conditions and a list of the atoms including atomic coordinates and displacement parameters.
CrysAlis PRO [1] , SHELX [2, 3] , WinGX and ORTEP [4, 5] mixture was stirred at room temperature for 24 h. The solvent was removed and the residue redissolved in DCM. This was washed with water and the washings were extracted with DCM three times. The combined organic extracts were dried over MgSO4 and the solvent removed under reduced pressure. The product was purified by column chromatography (eluting with DCM). Recrystallization from acetone gave the title compound as a yellow crystalline solid (0.3 g, 66% 
Experimental details
The structure was determined by the intrinsic phasing routines in the SHELXT program [2] and refined by full-matrix least-squares methods, in SHELXL [3] . Hydrogen atoms were included in idealized positions, but then allowed to refine freely. The figure was drawn with ORTEP [4, 5] .
Discussion
1,2-Cyano-containing benzene compounds or phthalonitriles are important precursors for phthalocyanine molecules [6] and have potential uses in composite matrices, adhesives, sensitizers and pigments [7] [8] [9] [10] [11] . As part of our ongoing work on the synthesis and study of phthalocyanine dimers, we targeted the title novel compound as a linker unit. The synthesis of the bis-phthalonitrile is a straightforward procedure which can be achieved by the substitution reaction method, mixing 4-hydroxyphthalonitrile with 1,5-difluoro-2,4-dinitrobenzene in acetone in the presence of freshly ground potassium carbonate. After workup, purification over silica gel gave the target compound as the second fraction. The 1 H-NMR spectrum shows singlets at ca 9.05 and 7.75 p.p.m. assigned to the two protons of the bridging benzene ring. This easily prepared bis-phthalonitrile is a potential candidate for making a variety of dimers of phthalocyanines which are unique in their electronic and optical properties [12] . The crystal structure of the title compound shows an approximately planar central C 6 H 2 (NO 2 ) 2 (O) 2 group. The two nitro groups are rotated about the C-N bonds by 10.93(14) and 9.05(14)°. The phthalonitrile groups are turned out of the central plane by rotation about the C(2)-O(2) and C(6)-O(6) bonds (by 88.05(14) and 68.16(11)°, respectively) and aligned so that the normals to these C6 rings are approximately perpendicular (85.82 (7) and 77.29(7)°, respectively) to the normal to the central ring plane. The bond lengths and angles are within normal ranges and are comparable to those observed in similar structures [13] . Molecules are connected through 'weak hydrogen bonds', the shortest of which is for C(62)-H(62)· · · N(241 1 ) where the H· · · N distance is 2.24(4) Å Table 3 . The dicyanophenyl rings form a short-range stack and are close to parallel (the angles between their normals are zero or 10.53(11)°), but with, in some cases, limited overlap of the rings; shorter interactions within this stack include C(24)· · · C(64 4 ) at 3.40 Å.
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